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Jews found themselves more at ease than anywhere
else. The rule of the Ptolemies, in the third cen-
tury B.C., seems also to have been favourable to
them. It was not so with the Seleucidee. Under
them, Antioch became the centre of an active Hel-
lenic propaganda: Antiochus Epiphanes thought it
his duty to mark his power by setting up every-
where the statue of the Olympian Zeus. Then
broke out the first great Jewish rebellion against
profane civilization. Israel had patiently borne the
annihilation of his political existence from the time
of Nabuchodonosor; but he was excited beyond
all bounds when he saw his religious institutions
in danger. A race, not generally warlike, was
fired with heroic ardour : without regular arn y,
without generals, without strategy, it overcame the
SeleucidsB, maintained its revealed Law, and won
for itself a second period of independence. At the
same time, the Asmonean dynasty was always
troubled by deep, inward vices: it lasted only for
a century. The fate of the Jewish people was not
to form a separate nationality: it is a race which
always cherishes a dream of something that Iran-